


Daimyo — Feudal Families 1in the Edo Period

In the Edo Period, lords of each domain (han) were granted the title of daimyo. This title gave them a superior position amongst samurai,

subordinate only to the Shogun, and allowed them to control many retainers. Lords exercised political control over the lands granted by the Shogun,

while also serving in the Shogun’ s army in Edo (present-day Tokyo). As a result, lords often moved between Edo and their home seat, periodically

meeting with the Shogun in Edo, or engaging in negotiations with external parties. In their home territories lords saw to internal affairs,

including collecting taxes from the local inhabitants, fostering the development of agriculture and forestry, and overseeing their many retainers.

The materials collected by the Yamauchi Family include books related to political administration and family matters, as well as furniture and

clothing used by the upper classes. They provide us with a unique opportunity to glimpse what it meant to be a daimyo.
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Photographs
1.'Screen of Yodo Ko’ s Travels to Hakone'
(Yodo Ko - the 15th Lord — fraveled to Hakone) 19th Century
2.Lotus-design China Bowl
(A Chinese-made bowl with lotus design presented to the Yamauchi Family
by the local inhabitants) 14-16th Century
3.Early Seto Lobed Tea Container
(A container for Mafcha presented by the Shogun) circa 15th Century
4.Ko-omote Noh Mask (Young Woman) 17-18th Century
5.Hirotoshi Sword (Presented by the Emperor) 17th Centfury
6.Deeds to the Domain (Territorial deeds presented by the Shogun) 17th Century
7.Girls’ Festival Materials (Miniature girls’ festival goods from when the Shogun’ s
daughter married info the Yamauchi Family)
8.Commemorative Photograph of the Fujinami Shrine Festival
(Depicting a warrior precession at the time of the festival) Early 20th Century



